[Prevention of radiation injury of the lungs by Salvia miltiorrhiza in mice].
The lungs and thymus of mice received X-ray irradiation on the right thorax were observed. It was found that lung injury was lighter and got recovered more rapidly in mice given Salvia miltiorrhiza than that in the control group. Microscopic thymus changes showed no difference in the two groups. The results indicated that Salvia miltiorrhiza could prevent radiation-induced pulmonary injury, but could not prevent thymus injury.